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AN IMPARTIAL 


State of the Caſe 


OF THE 


Earl of Danby, &c. 


44a, 


Sx 4D You been a Member of the laſt P A R- 
S838 LIAMENT, You could not have been fo 
great a Stranger to the Earl of Danby as I per- 
ceive You are, his Lordſhip having long been a 
AAW_ —27y! Member of that Houſe, and in very great eſteem 
"W&)L) there. But fince You are pleaſed to ſay that You 
NS<L SW know him not, and are in great doubts what 
to believe of Him , finding ſo many Stories contradifing one 
another, and ſuch an extraordinaay Violence in ſome men, as 
makes You ſuſpe&t whether Malice may not have too great a ſhare 
in his Proſecution 3 and that You have ſo good an opynion of 
Me, as to believe what I ſhall fay; I do aflure You Fſhall be 
as faithfull to You, in relating nothing but what You may de- 
pend upon for certain Truth, | 
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The ſaid Earl, after a faithfull diſcharge of his Truſt as Treaſarer of 
the Nzvy, both to the ſatisfaction of His Majeſty, and to the great 
content of the Sea-men, abont Midj-:»zmer 1673. had the Honour 
conferred upon him of Lord High Treaſurer of England, which he 
managed with ſo great Prudence and Succeſs, that contrary to all 
Mens expeQations , but eſpecially of his Enemies, ( who aſſured 
themſelves of his immediate Ruine by that Preterment ) He ſup- 
ported for near fix Years that Condition of his Maſter, which it was 
not then thought could have been made to ſubfiſt fo many Months, 
and without any Supplies or Burthens laid upon the People in all 
that time : Whereas it is well known, that no Year patled before his 
Adminiſtration in the Treaſury that did not coſt the People Five, 
Ten, or Twelve Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and ſometimes double 


thoſe Sums, | 
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It was not without great Reaſon that this Lord's IIl-willers did 
then aſlure themſelves of his Downfall ; becauſe of the improbabi- 
lity of his performing thoſe great Works, which were at that time 
upon his Hand, with ſo ſmall a Stock as was then left him to work 
withall ; and the confidence they might reaſonably give themſelves, 
that he could have no Relief by Credit, which had newly received 
the moſt Fatal Blow that was ever given to it in any Kingdom. 


Soon after that time a Peace was concluded with the Dutch, after 
a long and chargeable War, and the greateſt Fleet that ever yet 
this Kingdom had was then to be paid off; as alſo an Army which 
had been raiſed for the ſaid War : which together amounted to about 
Eight hundred thouſand Pounds to diſcharge both, as will appear 


by thoſe Accompts z and there remained for that uſe not much 


above Four hundred thouſand Pounds, of the laſt Twelve hun- 
dred thouſand which had been given to His Majeſty by A& of Par- 
 liament about a Year before this Lord's entrance to the Treaſury ; 
and that Remainder was upon the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Quarters 
of that Tax, which were then to come, and conſequently of no 
uſe for preſent Payments of the ſaid Fleet and Army, but only as 
Money could be borrowed after ſuch a breach of Credit as afore- 
ſaid. 


Notwithſtanding all which Difficulties, and the Endeavours of 
ſome Envious Men to make that il] rime of Credit yet worle to this 
Lord, Re did not only pay off that whole Fleet and Army, but diſ- 
charg'd the Sea-men of that Fleet with ready Money, which had never 
been done before but with Tickets,or part Tickets and part Money. 
And whereas it had been uſual to have Ships lie undiſcharged two, 
| three, or four Months after the times they ſhould have been paid off; 
it cannot be ſaid,until within a Month or fix Weeks before this Lord's 
quitting his Place, that any Ship did lie unpaid a Week after the 
Books belonging to the ſaid Ship: were ready; and then there were 
not above one Ship or two, which hapned ſo by an Accident, the 
Mony having been aſſigned by his Lordſhip to that uſe in due time. 


This Lord (until Money was againſt his will diverted out of the 
King's Revenue tothe payment of an Army raiſed by the Parliament) 
did not only provide for the neceſſary and Publick Expences of the 
Kingdom in his own time 3 but did diſcharge the Yards, which were 
in Arrear at the time of his receiving the Staff,to the Sum of Ninety 
five thouſand pounds and upwards. He did the fame to Tangier, to 
the ſum of Forty three thouſand pounds 2nd upwards; and in old 
Tickers, and to fick and wounded Men, to the ſum of Ninety three 
thouſand pounds and upwards, all incurr'd before his Lordſhip'stime. 
Many great Arrears of the Houſhold were alſo diſcharged by this 


Lord, to the ſum of Seventy nine thouſand pounds, or thereabouts. 


' And although there was a ſuſpenſion for part of the Houſhold for 


one Year in his time; yet notwithſtanding «the great Neceflity of 


the Crown, that alſo was ſatisfied by his Lordſhip long before his 
leaving his Employment. 
But 
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Put that which is worthy of as great Honour to his Lordſhip, as it ought to 
be of Intamny to the Authorsof that unjuſt Aion, 15, that by this Lords Care 

2 Satistaction was given to many ſtarving Orphans and Creditors, who had 

been put in that condition by the ſtop of the Exchequer, to the Sum of 

ewelve hundred thouſand pounds, of thereabouts ; and this he did ata rime 

when the Crown was not only in want, but when the Parliament had ne- 

ver contributed one Farthing towards it ; whereas thoſe People had been 

deprived and robbed of their Eſtates and Livelihoods, lent to his Majeſty, 
 4ntimes when the Exchequer had been as much filPd with ſuperfluity of 
Aids trom Parliament, as it was deprived of neceſlary Supplies in this Lord's 
time. 

Beſides theſe Expences at Home, there happened in this Lords time almoſt 
a conftant War with Algzers ( from whence all» this Lord did once make 
a total Redemption of our £Erelijh Slaves ) and a Rebellion in Yirginia, 
which was both very chargeable in the Expence of it, and harh been a 
great abatement in that conliderable part of the Cuſtomes which is broughr 
in by Tobacco from thoſe parts : inſfomuch, that whatever is ſaid ot this 
Lords not having employed the Treaſure to Publick uſes, muſt certainly pro- 
ceed eicher trom great Malice, or want of due Information : as truly I believe 
it doth with moſt men. | 

I offer not here to ſay any thing in vindication of this Lord, which 
needs private Teſtimony to make it good ; becauſe all I hope for from the 
preſent Age( if that can be had ) is, that they will admit what their own eyes 
may be witneſs to if they pleale, and therefore, as I have told you what 
this Lord hath done upon Record in his Employment, as Lord Treaſurer, 
without any aſſiſtance of Parliament : ſo I ſhall re-mind you what up- 
on Record He hath wanted to ſerve the Crown withall, which his Pre- 
deceſſors did receive yearly into his Majeſties Treaſury ; viz. By a great 
abatement by the Cora Aa, which did not for ſome years take leſs than 
threeſcore thouland pounds a years from the Cuſtomes : By the Act for Pro- 
hibiting the Frexch Commodiries, which hath not loſt leſs than one bun- 
dred and fifty thuuſand pounds a year from the ſaid Revenue, beſides 
the inconvenient manner of Re-payment of the two hundred thouſand 
pounds borrowed on the Exciſe, by one fifth thereof being depoſited in the 
Exchequer, which might have beer, re payed with much lefs charge and 
prejudice to his Majeſties Aﬀairs ; and belides the abatement of ſixteen 
thouſand pounds of their Tax to the City of Zoxdon, and the forgiveneſs 
of their Hearth money, &*c. to the Town of Northampton tor ſeveral years, 
and many other things of that kind : amongſt which, I doubt not bur his 
kindneffe to the. Ciry of Zondon upon divers other occaſions, beſides the 
| abatement of the Tax aforeſaid, mult be acknowledged ; as in the Diſputes 
about the Water-Bailiff, Hungerford Market, &c. 

As this Lords Care was very great to ſee Money applyed to the moſt Pub. 
lick Uſes; as wilt appear by the Weckly Certificates in the Exchequer : to 
which I do appeal ) and from which Publick Uſes he never diverted one pen- 
ny that was ſo appropriated ( notwithſtanding the many falle ſuggeſtions to 
the contrary ) ſo he was no leſs induſtrious 1n the improvement of His Ma- 
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jeſties Revenue, the great Branches whereof he found in this ftate :viz. The ih: 
Exciſe newly —Mm for five hundred and thirty thouſand pounds a year, Fr; 
for three years then to come, which He ordered ſo to His Majeſties Advan- We 
tage, that he found means to reſume _ {aid Farm, aad to kt it immediately 's 
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' tothe ſame perſons, and for the ſame time, for Five Hundred and Fifty 
Thouſand Pounds per 4nmwn, and at the Expiration of that time, his Lord- , 
ſhip ſo managed it between a Farm and a Commiſſion, as did produce 
above Six Hundred Thouſand pounds a Year, untill a Reducement was 
made in that Revenue, of berwixt Forty and Fifty Thouſand pounds a 
Year, by the prohibition of Braxdy, &c. The Hearth-Money, his Lordſhip 
found valued at One Hundred Forty Five Thouſand pounds a Year ; 
which was Improved by his Lordſhip to One Hundred Sixty Two Thou- 
fand pounds per Arnwm. And the Cuſtomes would not have turned to 
any worſe Account in proportion, had it not been for the Hinderances 
T have mentioned, of the Corn-AF#, Prohibition Att, the Rebellion in Yir- 
ginia, &c. And in Zreland, his Lordſhip alfo raiſed the Revenue there 
trom One Hundred and Ninety Thouſand pounds to Two Hundred and 
Forty Thouſand pounds per Annum ; infomuch that in the Branches of the 
Exciſe and Hearth-money alone, and in the 7riþ Revenue, his Lordſhop 
increaſed One Hundred Thirty ſeven Thouſand pounds to His Majcſtie's 
Income. 

It is likewiſe obſervable, That notwithſtanding the great Shocks newly 
given to Credit, this Lord did very rarely pay more then Eight per Cexz. for 
Money Borrowed, and it will appear that he found very little that did not 
coſt His Majeſty Ten per Cezt. at his Entrance. 

His Lordſhip, not having wherewithal to ſatisfie all things, did chuſe to 
let it fall ſhortin Penſions, and lefſer Payments to private perſons, rather 1s 
than that the Publick ſhould want, ſo far as he was able to ſupply it ; tc 
and yet I dare take take upon me by Proof in the Exchequer, to aver, that ſa 
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even thoſe Payments were much better made than they had been at any ye 
time before within the ſame ſpace that this Lord was Treaſurer, as may ap- I at 
pear likewiſe by the Certificates of the Exchequer. pr 


Next to the not having the Management of this Lord truly repreſented Il h: 
tothe World, I find his Services have been chiefly Blaſted with a falſe W 
Suggeſtion of his Squandring the King's Treaſure to private and unneceſ- } ar 
fary Uſes, under the Name of Serer Service ; and therefore, for the more hi 
ready and certain way. of diſabuſing the World in that particular, and P; 
doing His Majeſty. as well as this Lord Right therein, Iſhall deſire any 
man to take a Computation of His Majeftie's Yearly Revenue ( which, with- Ju 
in a very little, is known to moſt men )and when he has Summ'd up what | Pe 
hath been publickly Accompted for each Year ( which, by the Certificates |} by 
of the Pells, will be found to be Eight Millions Two Hundred Seventy lar 
Six Thouſand Seven Hundred Sixty Seven Pounds from Zafter 1673, to || T: 
March 1679. beſides the Intereſt to the Gold-ſmiths, and divers other PE 
Particulars which are not included in that Accompt; let him Compute what th 
there could be remaining poſſible, to be laid out to other Uſes, and he | th 
will find, that if all that was the poſſible Remainder had been laid our |} nc 
extravagantly, it would be a very inconſiderable Sum, in compariſon of W: 
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what the World is made to believe. na 
In the next place, it is well known to all who are Vers'd in the ways || CI 
of the Exchequer, that many Sums are included in the Privy-Scals of Se- of 


cret Service, which are either for expedition of Publick Services upon Sud- 
den Occaſions, or to ſave paying of greater Fees, where His Majeſty is || Lo 
pleas'd tolet it be {o : as in the Caſe of the Zord Treaſurer, and Chancellor | ſh: 
of the Exchequer's Salaries, &c. ( which were 10 paid, till lately Altered } pai 

| by 
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by this Lord ) and I am confident, that there is no Year, wherein one 
Third at leaſt, if not half of the Payments under the Privy-Seals of Se- 
cret Service, might not be expoſed to: a publick Accompt, as well as any 
other Payments. | | | 

And whereas it is Objeted, Thatthe Sums now paid for Secret Service, 
are much greater than formerly , nothing can be more: untrue ; but the 
Miſtake lies in this, that formerly great Sums were commonly paid to a 
particular perſon by a Privy-Seal for ſome publick uſe, and Money was 
Commanded from that hand to private uſes by particular Orders zad Com- 
mands, which were never ſeen in Privy Scales for Secret Sexwice , but 
were diſcharged by Privy Seals zfterwards , upon paſling their Ac- 
counts : For 1t is well known that in five or ix of the firſt Years after 
the King's Reſtauration, there was more Money given to particular per- 
ſons in every year of that time, than has been paid to private Uſes in the 
whole time of the Lord's being Treaſurer ; and yet I am confident that 
ſcarce one Shilling of thoſe Great Sums appears under any Privy-Seals of 
Secret Service; 1o that intruth, this which is imputed as a Crime, was' one 
of the moſt uſefull Services this Lord could do, to let the King fee: by a 
particular Account what thoſe Expences came to, which were formerly fq 
huddled up , that His Majeſty could not be ſenſible of the greatneſs of 
thoſe Disburſements, | 


Laſtly, I dareas confidently affirm, that payments to Secret Service ( that m 
isto ſay, ſuch payments, whereot His Majeſty will not permit any Accompr 


to be made but to Himſelf ) have never amounted to one hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, nay, Idurſt ſay, not eighty rhouſand pounds a year, one 
year with another, ſince this Lord ſerved his Majeſty in that Employment ; 
and T ſuppoſe that none of His Subjects do grudge Him that Sum to His 
private uſe ; but upon this Occaſion, I cannot forbear to obſerve the Un- 
happineſs of this Lord, who ſuffers in the Opinion of many for havin 
waſted the King's Treaſure, to gratifie ſome particular Great Ones ; and 
am not withour good Afſurance that his Refuſal to ſerve ſuch Ends, and 
his being firm to the Intereſt of his Maſter, .and the Kingdom, in that 
Particular, is no ſmall Cauſeof his preſent Sufferings. 

To conclude this point, about this Lord's Behaviour in his Office of Trea- 
ſurer, I muſt needs ſay, I know not whether this Lord, or We the 
People of England, are the more Unhappy, who can ſo calily be drawn 
by falſe Reports to have the worlt opinion of our beſt Miniſters ; when the 
lingle comparing of this Lord's Adminiſtration in his Employment of Lord 
Treaſurer with former times of great Plenty, might convince any man there 
rever was a better Officer in that Station, and to thoſe who will not take 
that pains, I will appeal to another ſort of Evidence from Coffee-houſes 
themſelves, whether the good Husbandry of this Lord for his Maſter, hath 
not been heretofore and not long ſince ) as much complained of, as his 
waſting the King's Treaſure is now pretended to be a Charge aginft him, 
nay, even to the making that a Crime of State, and. laying it to. his 
Charge at that timeasa Deſign, by good Husbandry to keep off the Uſe 
of Parliaments. | ets | 

What 1 have ſaid concerning this Lords Adminiſtration in his Office as 
Lord High Treaſurer, 1 have ſpoke upon certain Knowledge, and what I 
ſhall now ſay in relation to his TranſaQtions in the Aﬀairs of State, are 


partly ſo; and the reſt upon ſuch Aſſurances, that I am no leſs ——_ 
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of the truth of them. And in the firſt place, I know that many beſides 
my ſelf have often heard his Lordſhip complain of it as an infinite Mil: 
fortune to him, that His Majeſty did take him ſo much from the bufi- 
neſs of the Treaſury ; whereby he was neither able to make thoſe Im- 
. provements which otherwiſe he could have done in His Majeſties Reve- 
nue; nor could he give thoſe Diſpatches which were neceſſary for his 
Service; inſomuch that I know it was with all the regret imaginable to him- 
ſelf, that He was imployed in any other Buſineſs but that of his Office as 
Treaſurer. 


In the next place, I know how unwillingly he entred into any of the 
Foreign TranſaQtions, having always ſhewed himſelt averſe to thoſe Coun- 
cels wherein He found His Majeſty engaged at his entrance : viz. The 
Tripple League broken, which I have often heard this Lord ſay ( and am 
confident he cver affirmed in all places ) was a Bulwark both to this Nation 
and all Chriſtendome, and that the Breach of it would be fatal to us. 


' A Warwith the Dutch, made upon the foundations of a ſtop of the Ex- 
chequerat Home, and an endeavour to have feized the Datch Smirna Fleet, 
before a War declared. | 


A League with France, by which they were to have the opportunity of 
ſending a Fleet to learn Conduct at Sea from us, ( of which they were 
in a great meaſure then ignorant ) and to know both our Channel and 
our Ports. | 


 AnArmy of Engliſh then in Fraxce, ( to the infinite prejudice of the 
Confederates upon ſeveral occaſions ) againſt all which, rhis Lords greateſt 
Enemies cannot ſay but he always declared himſelf: and no man that was 
leaſt concerned with the Court could more publickly inveigh than this 
Lord did at that time, and ever ſince, againſt the pertidious behaviour of 
the French Fleet in that Battel where Prince Rupert Commanded, for which 
I have often heard him complain of their Treachery, and ſay, that we defer- 
vedit for truſting them. 


As theſe were the Circumſtances wherein all the World knows this Lord 
found things at his Entrance {ol deſire that Men would onely remember 
Times, and conſider in ſuch deep Engagements of Princes to one another, 
as were then between the Kings of England and France, whether it were 
poſſible in a very ſhort time to get things reduced to ſuch a poſture as 
might have been wiſhed : Upon this occaſion much more might be faid if ir 
were convenient ; but I ſhall make onely one Remark upon it, and deſire 
it may be thought on ſeriouily ; whether it be not the moſt unſate, as well 
as moſt unjuſt Practice, for a Nation to diſcourage ſuch Miniiters as endea- 
' vour to draw their Maſter to His Kingdoms Intereſt, although they do 
not immediately Succeed in it: for unleſs they could command rhcir Maſters 
Will, inſtead of Obeying it, theſe Conlequences mult neceſſarily follow,thar 
either his Miniſters muſt quit his Service, or keep it only by following the 
Pleaſures and Inclinations of their Maſter intirely, or have their dependance 
upon ſome other Power than their Maſters to protect them : for the dan- 
ger of their Ruine from the Impatience of the People, will not afford time 

tO 
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to get thoſe il] habits in Government changed, which have been long cen- 
tracting, and cannot bealtered but either by Counſel or Force. 


AE 
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ue: therefore now, that-the Proceedings of this Lord may be im- 

| HORS conſidered, ,.and fee. whether they have. not all tended to the 
Iminiſhipgiof the French Intereſt. amongſt us ſince his time: and if it have 

diminiſhed, it will be hard to. find who elſe:there was belides himſelf 

near His Majeſty, who had Power, and Inclination to do it, fince it is 

not. reaſonably to be lookt for fiom any who had been Adviſers againſt 


the triple League, &c. nor from any who were engaged in the Frezch Ser- 
vice themſelves. 


 Inthe firſt place therefore, to ſhew that the Frexch Intereſt was much 

diminiſhed fince this Lord's having the Staff, is manifeſt : For that League 

with France was broken, and Peace made with the Dxtch, the Duke of 

Monmonth was called from France, and our Army drawn out of their Ser- 

vice : and it is well known how much He laboured, by refuſing Paſles, and 

all other means 1n his Power, to have hindred any of thoſe Recruits which 
by ſtealth were ſometimes conveyed to them. 


= But above all, it is notorioufly known, that he was the Chicf Inſtru- 
ment of procuring the Marriage of the Lady Mary to the Prince of Orange, 
by which he hoped a Future Security for the Proteſtant Religion would 
be provided z and his preſent Hope was, that the French Intereſt in this 
Court would thereby;be rooted out. W hich in all probability had been 
effected, it the Parliament had been: ſo happy as to have given the ſix 
hundred thouſand pounds; demanded-by the King at that time for Prepa- 
rations 3 when in ſtead thereof, they onely gave Credit to borrow two 
hundred thouſand pound upon the Exciſe';s by which , I have heard, the 
King was ſo diſcouraged, as did extreamly hinder what this Lord hoped, 
_ and endeavoured to obtain in behalf bf the Confederates : and were the 
Tranſattians of that time between the Prince of Orange and this Lord 
known to the World, they woultt/as: highly eſteem him for his Worthy 
Endeavours, both in relation to his own Countrey,and to the Confederates 
Intercſts, as he is now unjuſtly calumniated for the contrary. But to omit 
private Negotiations, (which 1t is this Lord's great Misfortune are not ſeen) 
every body knows that the Match of the Prince of Orange did produce to 
great an Alteration in the Minds of the Duke of Tork, and Duke of Mox- 
month, that from being the greateſt Aflertors of the French Intereſt, they 
became as forward as any for the War againſt France: and then the King's 
good Intentions were protracted by the extream dilatory ConduCt of the 
Spariards about Ojtend, &c. and the want of Money ufficientto carry on fo 
great a Work ; till the French King had got opportunity of making him- 
{c]f fo fare of Feace with Ho//ard, that nothing His Majclty could do, 
was able to hinder it : for although He both fent a conſiderable Army to 
the Prince, of Orange, and demanded of the States to make good the Ot- 
teniive Treaty lately made with His Majeſty, they abſolutely refuſed to 
continue the War any longer. 


D | Durirg 
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During thoſe great Uncertainties betwixt Peace and War, occafioned 
from the Cauſes 1 have already mentioned, Propofals were made to His 
Majeſty, ſometimes by the French Ambaſſadours here, and b 
Mr. Montague (His Majeftie's Ambafſadour in F#arce) for a Peace, 
ways with Offers of Money, in cafe His Majeſty would conſent to 
Conditions than the Confederates would agree to; and the Offers fo large, 
in caſe the King would agree to let the French poſlefs ſome Towns which 
the Confederates infiſted upon to have reſtored , that if His Majeſty 
would have accepted aty ſuch Conditions, He might have had great Sums 
at this time in his Purſe, and the Confederates might have had many of 
thoſe Towns in their poſlefſion at this day, which are now given up to 
the French ; and it is to be ſeen in a Letter of Mr. Montague to the King 
himſelf, that the Earl of Da#by might have had more than ever he got by 
being Lord Treaſurer, if he would have prevailed with the King to agree 
to the Propolitions of the French King. 


But, as the ſaid Mr. Mortague hath by Letters confeſſed the Honour 
of this Lord, who would be no Inſtrument in that Work, and hath in the 
Houſe declared, that when it came to the Buſineſs of France, he ſhould do 
that Lord as much Right as any man 3 ſo juſt alſo was His Majeſty therein 
to the Confederates, that He would never yield to any Propofition which 
was not with their Approbation, although the continuation of His Am- 
baſladours at Nimigzer was a very great Expence to Him : and if His 
Majeſty, or His Miniſters had intended the ſetting up an Arbitrary Power 
at home, they would certainly neither have difobliged the French Kin 
as they have done, nor have refuſtd his Money, both for themſelves —_ 
their Maſter, which was in their power, if they would have deſerted the 
Confederates Intereſt, which could be of no uſe to them in the Execn- 
tion of any Arbitrary Deſigns at home. 4 


From hence it appears wonderful that any of the Miniſters ( and eſpe- 
cially ſuch as were taken to have the beſt Credit with His Majeſty) ſhould 
be charged with thoſe Deſigns of. Atbitrary Power , becauſe nothing is 
more evident, than that it was their own fault if they had not wherewith- 
| all to have maintained Armies, and enrich themſelves, beſides the keeping 
of the French King's Friendſhip to have affiſted their ill Deſigns 3 inſo- 
much that if men will but conſider impartially, it will puzzle the moſt 
uncharitable Cenſurer to find another Cauſe than their unwillingneſs to 
en{lave their Country, why ſo many Temptations of that kind were re- 
jefted, and at atime when Armies were 1n readineſs, if they had deſig» 
ned any ſuch Uſe of them. 


I know that to offer any Arguments which are not publickly known,in 
behalf of this Lord, would be to no purpoſe at this time, when Men have 
not patience to let themſelves be informed ; but I hope this Lord's pa- 
tient Suffering will at laſt obtain a patient and impartial Hearing , and 
then themſelves will be Judges what fort of Friend the Frerch have ever 
taken him for to this day, their Gazets having conſtantly declared their 
ill Wills to him, and the preſent French Ambaſladour's uſual Diſcourſes 
of him at the Dutcheſs of Mazarine's (where he is apt to ſpeak more treely) 


may 
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may convince any man 3 Which a Lord of your Houſe can teſtifie (if he 
pleaſes.) Mr. Mortagne's Letters alſo, which were ſhewed to the Houle. 
of Commons, do ſufficiently make phone, not onely their Diſlike of 
t 


himybut that it was a Maxim amongſt them, That He 1ſt be Riin'd before 
they :could hope to do any Good it England. And by thoſe Letters you 
will ſee alfo what Agents, vis. young Monfieut Ryvigxy, &c. have been 
employ'd hither for that purpoſe, and even about the very time, as Well 
as fince the writing of that Letter to Mr. Moztague , for which he is fo 
much' blamed, although the Letter be written! both by the King's imme- 
diate Command, and that the Matter of it' ( hid it not been ſo) is fo far 
from importing Treaſon, that in other Apes, it might bear not onely a 
Charitable, but a wiſe and- uſeful Conſtru&ton both to the King and 
Kingdom, which was to have re-imburſed His Majeſty thoſe Sutns He hid 
laid out in that Chargeable Mediation, without bringing any Burthen to 
His People, or any Prejudice to the Confederates. iy 


And fince I have made mention of that Letter, I defice you will gb- 
fees if you have a true Copy of it, ( for many of the Ptinted one are 
not ſo, | | | 


Firſt, That the Propoſitions ſent were onely a Copy of what Mr. Mor- 
tagie was to receive from the Secretaries, ſo that the thing it ſelf was no 
Secret to them. 


.. Secondly, That the Propofnions were not originally the King's, but. 

the Confederates; fo that the King was to gam nothing by making the 

| Market either higher or lower, and the French had often had Experience 
that His Majeſty would not do otherwiſe. 


Thirdly, As a full Juſtification both of His Majeſtte's Honour in that 
point, and that He had no Defign of getting the Money for the pur- 
poles ſuggeſted againſt the Earl of Darby, ( for in that caſe He would 
not have conſidered the Gain or Loſs of the Confedetates) Mr. Montague 
ts expreſly forbidden in the Letter, to mention the Money at all, in cafe 
the French King did not accept thoſe very Propofitiohs of the Confede- 
rates,” and in the Terms as His Majeſty received then from His Ambatla- 
dors at the Hague. 


And fourthly, In the laſt Words of the Letter, the Earl tells Mr. M6- 
tagne, that he believes that would be the laſt rime any Propoſals of Peace 
would be made, and that he is confident they will not be accepted; where- 
fore he might accordingly take both the King's Meaſures, and his ow. 


As to that Expreſſion about the Parliament, ( which I ſuppoſe hath 
been a principal cauſe of giving them Offence _) I have heard this Lord 
ſay, That His Majeſty cauſed that Exprefſton to be nfed onely for a Mo- 
tive to perſwade the King of France to give a greater Sum than Six Mil- 
hs of Livers, which had then been offered ; becauſe otherwile in the 
11! : L/ture things then ſtood betwixt the Two Kings, the French King 
migit w{pect whether the King of Ergl/and would agree to any Peace 
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at all. And theſe being the whole Contents of that Letter, and it being 
writ by His Majeſtie's expreſs Order, you will eafily conclude this Lord 


would not be ſo hardly proſecuted for that onely, were-there not other 


Cauſes for it; when in Truth, I believe. there are very few Subjeds, 
but would take it ill not to be obeyed\by their Servants, and their 
Servants might as juſtly expe their Maſters ProteCtion for their Obedi- 
ence. Fo 3 316 £2 201-31 


But one great Objeion I have heard to this Letter, hath been, 
that it was writ the twenty fifth of March. One thouſarid Six hundred 
Seventy eight, which was five days after the Parliament had paſſed an 
AQ to raiſe Money for an Actual War with France. Which is very true; 
but. it.is not. conſidered, 


\ Fir, That an AG to raiſe: Money for a War, is no Declaration of the 
ar. 


| Secbndly, That till ſuch Declaration, all Treaties are lawful, and even 
then too, if the King pleaſes, in whom the ſole Power of making Peace 
and War 1s placed by Law. 


And thirdly, That the King's Ambaſladours were actually then at N;- 
»eguen treating of Peace, and were indeed never recalled, nor forbidden 
to treat the Peace; and can it be thought a fault for a Miniſter to obey 
the King's Orders.at Home, on the ſame Subje& upon which other Mini- 
ſters were ating at the ſame time Abroad? Ute 


 Fourthly, No Money was then raiſed, and but few Men 3 Our I{lands 
were unprovided, nor could they ſo ſuddenly have had due notice of 
the War, and the French had a great Fleet in the Weſt-{ndies : fo that if 
the War had enſued, it had been Policy to' have kept them in expeCtation 


of Peace, till we had been better prepared for ſo potent an Enemy. And 


although it was but five days after the A& for railing Money towards a 
War, (and the Nation then ſo totally unprepared for it; ) yet you may 


obſerve this Lord in his Letter fays, that He believes 1t would be the 


laſt time that any Peace would be propoſed, it that was refuſed : and 
you may likewiſe obſerve, that if it had been accepted, it muſt hive gone 


formally by the Secretaries of State, after the Anſwer of Mr. Mo»tague 


had been returned to thoſe Letters of the twenty fitth, which could not 
have been till April following, at ſooneſt: fo far was it from being 
thought a Crime for any other of His Majeſtie's Miniſters to have Treated 
betwixt France and the Confederates, till eicher a Peace. had been con- 
cluded betwixt them, or a War declared by Us; and had it been other- 
wiſe, His Majeſtie's Ambaſladour at Paris muſt be in as much (it not 
more.) fault to have obeyed the King's Orders at ſecond hand, than this 
Lord was, to obey. His Majeſtie's immediate Commands from his own 
mouth, and Signed by his Hand. : 


In 
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In ſhort, it would be il! for Miniſters of Stare, and worſe for their Maſters» 
if the one may not command, and the others be obliged ro obey, inſuch un- 
doubted Rights as are all the matters and circumſtances of Peace and War 
and no Conſtruction in the World can be more ſtrained, than that the Six 
Millions of Livres a year for three years ſhould be intended for the introdu- 


cing of an Arbitrary Power, when it is apparent that they might have had 
Six.Millions for the tirſt year, if they had pleaſed, which would have as well 
ſufficed ro have done that work, as the having it for Twenty years more ; 
ſince-every man knows, that ſuch a work muſt either be done at the firſt at- 
tempt of ir, ornotatall: ſoasintruthif we lived in an Age to make bur e- 
qual interpretationof mens a@ions, we ought rather by it ro judg of the fin- 
cerity of the Princes Heart towards his People, and the integrity of his Mi- 
niſters, who would not be cempred to bring things to that concluſion {though 
in their powers,) which others may more reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have de- 
ſigned, who began with thoſe breaches of the ripple Leagne, &c. which I 
have already mentioned, and yet to admiration, moſt of thoſe who were the 
firſt, and principal cauſcrs of theſe enſuing Miſeries, are eſteemed Patriots 
of our Liberties, whilſt the whole blame 1s laid upon this Lord ; whoſe en- 
deayours have been inceſſant to have gotus out of thoſe misfortunes He 
found us in ; without any ſhadow of an Action to the contrary, but what is 


drawn by a forced, and uncharitable conſtruction of the foreſaid Letter, writ 


by the Kings Order, and concerning matters wholly in the Kings Breaſt by 
Law to a@ and determine as he pleaſes. | 

Bur toconfirm us yet more, that this Lords Integrity was too ſtrong to be 
batter'd down by the foregoing pretences alone, it has been neceflary for his 
Enemies to raiſe another ſtronger than any of the reſt in ſhew ( becauſe the 
firſt (although called Treaſon)! would not by onr Laws bear the title either 
of Treaſon or Felony, but this alſo proves ſo weakin its foundations, that this 
Lords Adverſaries are forced to ſupport it with Libels of his being privy to 


Sir Edmund Godfrey's Murther, and ſach like :mprobabilities, whereby they 


help this Lord to undeceive the People, inſtead of ' promoting their own de- 
figns againſt Him, and juſt ſo in the ſame Libels ( beſides the many grofs 
falfities in matters of Fa) the Authors Malice hath made him forget thar 
what he deſign'd for a Charge againſt the ſaid Earl, was an accufation 2- 
gainſt the Wicneſſes, the Jury, and the Judges, who Tryed and Condemned 
Green, Berry, Hul, &c, forthe ſaid Murther. 

\ This ſecond artemprt ( whereby they hoped at leaſt to blaſt the Earls Re- 
putation amongſt the Common People, .if they could do — elſe) was, 
That He had concealed the Popiſh Plot, to the indangering his Majefties 
Perſon, and had conſpired with the Papiſts to have given them the opportu- 
nity of putting their Helliſh Deſigns in execution. 


What probability' there is for ſuch ſuſpicion, might appear + —emyine! 4 


both by the contradiction it muſt have to his own Intereſt, and by the il|-wi 
the Popiſh Party have always ſhewed againſt Him; and the little favour He 
has received either from them, or any that have related rothem, but on the 
contrary, there are Examples of ſuch, who have appeared as bitter againſt 
Him, as any of his Enemies. 

Bur that the truth of the Earls behaviour in this particular may be as well 
known, as in the other matters with which He is traduced, I will give you 
an Information of whar I certainly know to be true in that buſineſs. 

I am not able to ſer down the exact days, nor is it neceſſary, but aboutc 
the middle of Auguſt, 1678. and the very morning that the King wear to 

| D Windſor 
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windſor that year with the whole Court, his Majeſty left a Packet with a Per- 
ſon of Quality, which was ſealed up, and commanded him to carry it to the 
Earl of Vanby, and to tell him, that one Mr, Kirkby would bring a Gentleman 
to ſpeak with him about it. | 

The Earl opening the ſaid Packet, and finding therein two or three ſheets 
of Paper, containing ſeveral Heads of informations of danger againſt his 
Majelty, gave Order immediately to the Porter at his Gate, That if one Kirk- 
by did come to ſpeak with the Earl, he ſhould immetiately be brought to him. 

Accordingly the ſaid Kirkby did come thither that day, or the day follow- 
ing, and did bring with him one DoQtor Torgue, who told the Earl, That he 
had delivered ſome Papers to the King of greatconcernment, That the King 
had looked ſuperficially over them, and ſaid He was going out of Town, bur 
would ſend the Papers to the Earl of Danby, and would have him to wait up. 
on the Earl about them. | 

The Earl ſhew'd the Papers to the Door, and asked if thoſe were they ? 
W hich he ſaid they were. | 

Queſt. Whether they were Originals? 

Anſw. No, They were Copies of his the DoQors writing. 

Queſt, Who was the Author > and where were the Originals > 

eAnſw. He did not know the Author, for that the Originals ( which he 
| faid were in his cuſtody ) had been thruſt under the door of his Chamber, but 
he did not know by whom, only he did fancy it muſt be one that had ſome 
time before held diſcourſe with him tending to ſuch like matters. 

Queſt, If he knew where to find that man ? | 

Anſw. No, but he had ſeen him lately two or three times in the Streets, 
and it waSlikely nct to be long before he ſhould meer him again. 

Abour three or four days after the Doctor came to the Ear) again,and told 
him, He had met the Man ;, that it did prove ty be as he had gueſt , that he owned 
himſelf to be the Author, and had gruen bim another Paper of the like kind as be- 
fore, numbred into Heads as the firſt was, but defired not to have bis Name known to 
any boay but the Dottor, becauſe the Papiſts would murther him, if they knew what be 
Was doing. | 

Queſt. Whether the Door knew thoſe Men, who were called Honeſt »;/- 
liam, and Pickering, who were named in theſe Papers as men deſigned to A(- 
ſaſfinate the King ? 

Anſw. That they uſed to walk frequently in St. James's Park, and if any 
body were appointed to keep him the DoQor company. it was two to one bur 
he ſhould have an opportunity of letting that perſon ſee one or both of them 
in a lictle time, | 

Oueſt, If he knew where they lived? for that it would be neceſſary to ſe- 

cure thoſe Men forthwith. ny 
_  Anjſw. He knew not at that time, but would inform himſelf, and let his 
Lordſhip know very ſpeedily. 

Hereupon his Lordſhip went immediately to Wirdſor, and acquainted the 
King, That Dofor Tongue had been with him according to hu Majeſties Dire- 
Fiens ; and inform'd His Majeſty of all that had pait , (ſhewing alſo the ad- 
ditional Paper to thoſe which had been ſent his Lordſhip by His Maj:ſty ) 
and that he had left a Servant at London, purpoſely ro get a fight of Honeſt 
_ _ Pickering, in order to the apprehendiog of them, if His Majeſty 
thought fir. | | 

+; this time his Lordſhip defired the King, That ene of the Secretaries might 
ſend a warrant for the apprehending them, and that the maitcr being of ſuch danger 

fo 
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fo hy Majeſties Perſon, ſome more of the Council might le acquainted with it : But 
His Majeſty would neither let the Men be apprehended till He-were more 
informed of the [Deſign, nor would He ſuffer the Earl to ſpeak one word to 
any body of it ; but on the contrary, commanded the Earl ſhould nor ſpeak 
of it ſo much as to the Duke of Terk: only ſaid, He would be wery careful of 
Himſelf 11ll He heard more. 

The Earl went from w:izaſor to his Houſe at wimbleton, direting, That if 
the Dottor had any thing more to ſay wnto him of that matter, he ſhould come to him 
thither, or ſend away that Gentleman the Earl had left to ſlay with him to ſee the Men, 
ans learn their Lodgings, and to be ailigent in bringing any Intelligence with required 

aſt. 

Accordingly that Gentleman did go from Lopdon to wWimbleton every day, 
and back to the DoRor at Night, and did ſometimes bring additional Papers 
to the former, and brought Information of the dwellings of Honeſt wrllzam, 
and Pickering, and brought word alſo from the Door, that he ſaid he ſhould 
-be able to give his Lordſhip certain notice before-hand, when any of them 
were to go to Windſor ; of all which the Earl never failed to give His Majeſty 
an account from time to time, 

Among other Informations, the Door went one Night to Wimbleton him- 
ſelf, and told his Lerdfhip that ſome of the intended Aſſaſfinates were ro go 
the next morning to #inaſor, but that he could order it ſo, that the Earls 
Gentle man ſhould go in the ſame Coach with them, or if the Coach ſhould 
be ful], he might go on Horſeback in their Company, and watch them ſo 
as togive notice of their Arrival, and take them more conveniently that way 
upon the place, where they would not be able to give any account what they 
had to do there. | 

Hereupon the Earl ordered this Gentleman to obſerve the Doors dire- 
G10ns, and went immediately himſelf to windſor, where he acquainted His - 
M-jeſty wich all this, and order was taken for ſeizing theſe men at their Ar- 
rival at windſor, but inſtead of that the Gentleman brought word from the 
DoRor, that ſomething had prevented their going that day, but that they 
intended their Journey the day following, or within two days at fartheſt, buc 
then alſo news was brought that they were again prevented, by one of their 
Horſes being ſlipt in the ſhoulder, or ſome (uch accident. 

Wohercupon his Majeſty, ( who before would not give credit tO it ) did 
then take it for ſd meer a Fiſtion, that notwithſtanding all the Earl could 
ſay, to get the buſineſs communicated to others be ſides Himſelf, the King 
was more poſitive not to permit it, ſaying, He ſhould alarmall England, and 
af thoughts of killing Him into Peoples heads, who had no ſuch thoughts 

efore, 

The Earl having done all that Jay in his Power, and having buſineſs into 
Oxforoſh;re, askt leave of His Majeſty to go thither ( being bur twenty two 
miles from w:ndſor, whither he could return in half a day) and left order 
at Wimbleton to have any thing diſpatch'd to him, that ſhould come from 
Dodtor Tongue : accordingly in three days after came a Letter from the 
DoRor to the Earl, giving Notice of a Pacquet of Letters from Feſuirs con- 
cerned in the Plot, which were to go to the Poſt. Houſe in Windſor, direted 
to one Bede field a Prieſt, Whereupon the Earl returned immediately to 
Windſor, and informed His Majeſty, ſhewing the DoQors Letrter,and His Ma- 
jeſty replied, that there was ſuch a Pacquet had been delivered ſome few 
hours before by the ſaid Bedingfield to the Duke of York, and that Bedingfield 
had told the Duke he feared ſome ill was intended him by the ſaid Pac- 


quet 


[16] 
quet, becauſe the Letters therein ſeemed to be of a dangerous Nature, a:nd 
that he was ſure they were not the Hand-writing of the Perſons whoſe 
Names were ſubſcribed to the Letters, 

This ſtill begot leſs belief in His Majeſty that there was any real Plot, in- 
ſomuch that I have heard the Earl ſay, He doubred whether ever he had been 
permitted to produce theſe Papers, and intelligence he had received from 
Door Tongue, if His Royal Highneſs had not been earneſt to have the truth 
of thoſe Letters examined, which had been brought to him dy Mr. Beazrg- 
field, by which means he got leave art the ſame rime to produce the ſaid Pa- 
pers and Letters to the Council, and from thence they have all been tranſ- 
mitted to both Houſes of Parliament, in one of which they remain at this 
day. | 
When they were firſt produced to the Council, and Door Tongue broughr 
thither to atteſt them, the Doctor then ſaid, He was ſorry they had been dif. 
cloſed ſo ſoon,and that it would have been much better, and more would have 
been diſcovered, if the Boſineſs had been kept concealed ſome time longer. 

This was owned by the Dc&or himſelf, and atteſted in the Houle of Com- 
mons by Sir Thomas Dolemay, one of the Clerks of the Council then in wait- 
ing ; and the Do&tor had often ſaid ro the Earl himſelf, that ic would much 
prejudice the full diſcovery of it, if it were made Publick too ſoon, | 

This is the Sum of what paſt between the Earl and Dodtor Tonmgue, from 
whom only his Lordſhip had any intelligence of the Plot,and the Door hath 
given an Account acco:dingly to the Houſe of Commons, only with the ad- 
_ dition that he always found all the readineſs and aſſiſtance trom the Earl he 
could defirez and as to Mr. Oates till he was brought into the Council Cham: 
ber to Arteſt the truth of the Doctors Papers, ee. 1 am confident the Ear! 
never ſaw his F:ce (alchough like other falſhoods, it hath been Printed thar 
the Earl uſed to meet him at Fox. Hal, and that he invented the Plor with 
Mr. Oates long before his Majeſty ſent the foreſaid Papers to the Earl,) but as 
the Door, (with whom only the Ear] had any correſpondence in that mat- 
ter, ſaving Mr. Kirkby, who brought the Decor to him, ) hath fully juſti- 
fied the Earls proceedings, both in the Houſe of Commons, and other pla- 
ces, ſo (beſides the Oath made by Mr. Oares in the Houſe of Lords and Coun- 
cil, that he knew nothing againſt any Peer, but whom he had then mention- 
ed,) I have not heard chat Mr. Oates hath (ſaid any thing againſt the ſaid 
Earl. Mr. Bedloe indeed hath ſaid that this Lord ( though ar that time un- 
_ der the accuſation of concealing the Plot) would have tempred him by Mo- 
ney, to have been gone beyond Sea, and not to ſay any thing againſt the 
Oneen, \nor the Popiſh Lords in the Tower : but when the Circumſtances of 
that Story come to be told, ( which are not yet convenient ) Iſuppoſe Mr, 
Bedloe will think as fir to retract that Information againſt his Lordſhip, as he 
hath already done another he told to the Jate Biſhop of Landeffe, ( now of 
Peterborough, ) concerning the ſame Lord, viz. That this Earl was one of 
thoſe at the Conſult with the Queen, in her Chappel at Somerſer-houſe , but 
the Earl complaining of this in Council, Mr. Beadle did not only deny that 
ever he (aid (o.bur rold the King himſelf and ſeveral others (befides his Oath 
in the Lords Houſe,relating to all the Lords,) that he knew nothing agzinſt 
that Lord, and has told the Earl himſelf, in the hearing of good Wirneſles, 
That he was able to ſay ſeveral things in his Lordſhips defence, and that there 
were ſome Perſons, (and among them one great Man) who would have en- 
deayoured to ſuborn him to (wear again the Earl; but Mr. Zedle ſaid, He 
was not a man fo be gained todo any ſuch baſe AR, and as a demonſtration 

| of 
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of his Honeſty, and Juſtice to the Earl, he brought him the Copy of an Infor- 
mation, retlctting on the Ear], and ſigned Ed. Parton : and promiſed to iniorm 
the Earl of the name of that great Man, and the others, who would have fub- 
orned him before the meeting of the Parliament, which was tobe in March tol- 
lowing, and he told this to the Earl in February before. 


Mr. Dugdale ( who is one of the moſt materia] Witneſles of the Plot,”) was be- . 


fore his coming to London, examined in the Country by ſome of the Jultices 
there, and his Examination returned to the Houſe of Lords, wherein he menti- 
ons the fear the Jeſuirs had of the Lord Treaſurer, and partieularly how they 
were afraid,leſt the Letters formerly mentioned,which were directed to Mr./3e- 
dingfield, (hould fall into his Hands, knowing how great an Enemy he was to 
them, and he has ſpoke tothe ſame ctfect fincethat time, before divers Lords of 
His Majeſties Council, ſo that what grounds they have for accuſing this Lord, 
either for the concealing or abbetting this Plot, I mult leave to you, and every 
Impartial Man to judge from the matter of Fact. 

But upon what grounds this Lord hath been reputed a Papiſt, I cannot but 
wonder yet more; for in the firſt place he 15 known to have beenalways Edu- 
cated in the Proteſtynt Religion, and hath given conſtant Teftimonies thereof,in 
all times, and without any alteration. | | 

He hath not only becn a conſtant, but a zealous Afertor of the Church of 
England, and I pray God ( that although it be not owned ) this may not be one 
of his greateſt Crimes. 

He hath not only appeared for it in Parliament,and elſe where againſt all Op- 
poſers: but would never agree to any Counlels that might endanger it: as the 
Declaration in Parliament for a general Indulgence, &c. The conſequence 
whereof (I have heard himſay ) muſt neceſſarily have beenan Introduction of 
Popery ; but it is true, that I have ever heard him profeſs that charitable mind, 
as not to deſire the Ruine of any ſort of Men, who would hve peaceably under 
the Government, whatever their opinions in Religion might be. 

In the next place pray let it be obſerved with what kindneſs the Papiſts have 
treated this Lord : For ſo beholden is he to the generality of that Perſuaſion, 
thatthey do not only for the moſt part ſpeak ill of him, but they have flandred 
himin private with the {tory of being the Inventor of the Plot with Mr. Oates, 
and the Deſigner of the Duke of York's ruine. Nay, even the Murtherer alto of 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey,and beyond Seas eſpecially in Flazders itis reported or 
him both by Prieſts and others ; That he was the original Inventor of this Plot, 
and that he 1s the cauſe of all the Bloud which hath been ſhed upon that vcca- 
ſion : when at the lame time he 1s accuſed of being a Papiſt, and a Concealer of 


the Plot, in concert with the Dnke of York; nay, fo inveterate 1s the Malice of 


ſome Men againſt this Lord,that they are reſolved to make contradictions agree, 
rather than want pretences to deſtroy him. 

One inſtance whereot 1s, that this Lord's delign to deſtroy the Government 
was the ſame with Colemans, and yet itis known for a Truth,and cannot be de- 
nied, nor will ever be forgiven him by the Papiſts, that there had not-been one 
Paper of Colemar's (eized, but for the care of this Lord, who cauſed a Warrant 
to be drawn for that purpoſe, and got it figned by Fiveof the Privy-Council.,at- 
ter the Council was riſen, who had omitted the direction of ſeizing his Papers, 
out of the Warramt, for apprehending his Perſon. | 

This alone ( were there nothing ele to be ſaid for it ) would be ſufficient,not 
only to vindicate this Earl's Innocency from concealing the Plot ; but to ſhew 
his great readineſs, and indultry to diſcover it. | 

Having given ſuch an account of this Lord's Integrity, whereby he mult ap- 
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18] 
pear both a good Proteſtant, a good Engliſhman, and a good Miniſter; Iexpect 
to have it reaſonably Objced, Why a man ſo qualified to defend himfſelt,ſhould 
firſt withdraw from his Trial, and then upon his appearance quit all theſe De- 
fences ( which if true, would render him Meritorious, rather than Criminal], ) 
and berake himſclt to a Pardon ? By which indifferent Men as well as his Ene- 
mi-s are induced to fuſpect his guilt: And laſtly, when he did infiſt upon the 
Plea of his Paidon, why he did not rather chuſe to make that his laſt Detence, 
(in caſe the Flea of his Innocence ſhould have been over-ruled, than make it his 


' firſtrefuge, and thereby dcbar himſclt of all opportunity of making his Inno- 


cence appear, although he ſhould be acquitted by the Pardon ? I confe(s theſe 
to be ſuch real and iolid Objections, that till they are anſwered, I can blame no 
Mans hard cenſure of this Lord, who without other prejudice may have 
groanded his 1]] Opinion upon theſe foundations. 

But the anſwers to them are moſt evident : And firſt, why a Pardon at all to 
a man ſoqualificd for his defence ? hath a full anſwer (1f nothing elſe could be 
ſaid forit ) which is,becauſe his Majeſty would not ſuffer that his private Papers 
of State ( which ought to be this Lord's Defence ) ſhould be expoſed to publick 
view; and although a man may as te his Innocency be fully qualified for his 
detence, yet it he cannot be admitted to have thole Materials which ſhould 
prove that Innocency, it will avail him no more than it ſuch Proofs were not in 
being: | | 

And he had the leſs hopes to obtain them, when it was one of his Requeſts to 
the Lords upon his firſt appearance at the Bar of that Houſe, thattheir Lordſhips 
would pleaſe to intercede tor himto the King, tor ſuch Papers as might be ne- 
cellary for his Defence. To which the Lordsgave his Lordſhip anſwer, that it 
was not proper for them to n:-ove the King tor any of his private Papers : fo as 
his Lordſhip was wholly without hopes of getting them,or leave to ſkew ſuch as 
he had him(clt. | 

In the next place why he abſcnted himſclf for ſome ttme, may perhaps not 
have been the leaſt act of this Lord's Obedience,tor (toomit other Reaſons ) the 


dare of this Lord's Pardon appears in his Plea, which is the brit of March, and 


this Lord did not abſent him(clf till the twenty fourth of March, fo that he was 
as well provided of his Pardon, the firſt day he wasabſcnt, as he was when he 
delivered himſcitto the cuſtody of the Black-Rod, and he was as well Informed 
then a!ſo, that there wasnothing 1n his Charge, ( were it all conteſt ) which by 
the Laws of England could amount to Treaſon, fo that every man by his own 
R: aſon may ſatishe himſclf, that it was neither for the want of his Pardon, nor 
the danger of his Crimes. | | 

And tor thc laſt obje&ion,why he did not reſerve his Pardon for his laſt Plea? 
may almoſt anſwer it ſ{cit, for no body can think any man ſuch a Fool, asnot to 
have done {o for his own fake it he could, and I know that nothing did trouble 
this | ord ſo much as to find he could not, ( his Lord(hip hoping n-ver to have 
uſed it,but in cale of falſe Witneſles,or to ſupply that defe& of Evidence which 
was not'in his Cuſtody ) but it ſeems 1t 1s the Law, and all his Counſel were 
unanimous in it,that the Pardon being already granted, it mult either be plead- 
cd atfrit, or was void; and notwithſtanding that danger,it was with greatdif- 
ficulty,that both his Council, and his neareſt Relations could perſwade him to 
rely upon the Pardon, although he knew he could not obtain that Evidence, 
which was in the King's Cultody, nor have leave to produce what was 1n his 
own about the Letters : Beſides that his Council told him both by experience, 
and the Lord Coke's Authority to confirm it, That no man ever refuſed God's 
Pardon, nor the Kings; and his Majeſty would have had great ——_— _ 

clerte 


= tee 


[19 ] 


deſerted him, if he had rejected his Majeſties Grace 3 and yct although Seven 
days were allowed to this Lord for the putting his Anſwer into the Houſe of 
Lords, it was not finiſhed an hour before the delivery of it to their Lord(hips, 
and his Council for ſatisfaftion of his Lordſhip, were forced to contrive the 
Expedient of a ſhort Proteſtation, to be annexed to the Plea as now it ſt wwds; 
but thoſe who Printed the Plea and Pardon, would take no notice of the Pro- 
te{tation. | 

Now as to the granting of this Pardon which I alſo hear wondred at: I with 
any man but to retle& uponthis caſe, and ſee whether his Maj-{ty be not moſt 
concerned, that none of his Foreign Negotiations ſhould be expoſed to pub- 
lick View ; and yet it would be ſo unjult tor his Majclty to ſuffer this Lord, or 
any Publick Miniſter to be undone for want of producing thoſe things which 
are neceſſary for his detence, that for this reaſon alone, a Pardun was not only 
necefiary, but juſt, and I believe it would bediftcult tor any man to propoſe 
another expedicnt, which could both preſerve the Kings Juſtice to an Ianocent 
Servant (* who had only obcyed his Commands, ) and that Right of Secrecy 
which 1s due from Soveraign Princes to one another in all their Negotiations, 
which if oncebroken, makes it ImpraRicable to treat with one another, and 
which 1s held ſo Sacred 1nall Countries, that there are many examples of the 
Divulgers of them being puniltht with Death. | 

Beſides, this Lord had aſſurance that falſe Witneſſes had ſworn - againſt him, 
and finding the readineſs Mcn have to believe any thing of one againtt whom 
Malice hath raiſed ſo many 11] Reports, and to fo great a height, as it had done 
_ againſt him, he could not hope to be heard bur with prejudice: And laſtly (as 

1s commonly the fate of Men ingreat places ) he had contracted the ill-will of 
divers, either by hindring ſome ( as they thought ) from imployments they 
aimed at, or not having procured thoſe for ſome which they might expect, or 
by being thought the cauſe of ſome mens Remove from their places, or for not 
having paid ſome, and gratified-others,according to their ſeveral expectations : 
Theſe added to the ſpecious pretences. which have been already mentioned 
againſt this Lord, made it but juſt for his Majeſty to give his Prote@ion to him, 
whom he knew tobe Innocent, and hath as publickly declared to both Houles 
of Parliament to be ſo. 

I will not preſume to ſay any thing about the validity of the Pardon, for fear 
of giving off-nce, more than that many have needed it more than this Lord, 
of, had it as fully granted : And I take 1t for one of the great happinetlcs of 


our Goverrment, T hat his Majeſty hath an undoubted free Right of granting - * 


It as heplecal:s: And for the argument of Inconvenience,it may as well be urged 
againſt any Act of Mercy, the King ſhews ; every ac thereof being as inconve- 
nient to ſome, as it 1s merciful to others, and therefore hath the King only been 
left Judge,inall Ages, when,and where he will diſpenſe it, and the People would 
be in a miſerable condition if it were otherwiſe, | 

T will conclude with fome Obſervations very ſingular in this Lords Caſe : 
becauſe I think the like hath never hxpned in any other mans, 

This Lords Accuſations have been both for ſaving the Kings Money, and 
ſpending it. | | | 

For Promoting the French Intereſt ; and yet the French Embaſladour 1s his 
conſtant Enemy here ; and in France it was always a Maxim, That he mult be 
ruined before they could do any good in England. 

For being a Papilt, ayd yet the Deſigner of the Dukes ruine, and Inventor of 
the Plot for their dettruftion. 


For having the ſame Delign with Coleman, and yet being the ſole cauſe of 
| having his Papers taken. The 
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The imploying the Kings Treaſure to gratifie particular perſons, 1s one of his 
Crimes; and yet he not doing fo, is one probable cauſe of his Puniſhment. 

He is made the Obſtructor of all Publick Proceedings in the Kingdom, be- 
cauſe he was not firſt brought to Trial, before the Popiſh Lords; And yet (be- 
fides the difference of their Crimes ) he was denied Council, ſo that he could 
not be Tried when he appeared in order to it ; which was never retufed before 
to any Erneliſhman. LY 

He is foungFault with for making uſe of the Kings Name, for excuſe of his 
ACtions done by the Kings Command 3 And yet they are owned by the King 
Himſelt m Parliament z and his Lordſhip muſt either ſay nothing, or tell a lyc 
to make any other Excuſe. | 

Laſtly, He hath not ovly the Kings Pardon, but with a publick Declaration 
in Parliament, both of his Innocency, and that his Majeſty will grant his Par- 
don Ten times over, if this be defeCftive, either in matter or form ; andit 1s 
known that his Crimes do not amount to Treaſon, although every Article of his 
Charge were proved againſt him; And yet this Lord remains ſtill a Priſoner, 
and under the fame Reſtraint with the Popiſh Lords 1n the T ower. 
 Uponthe whole Matter, I can make but one Conc)ufion, which I am ſorry 
1s {0 remarkable 1n this Nation, That, Innocence is no Protedionio Prince, ov 
Subjcd + We have ſeen a ſad Example of the firſt in our Age, with the ſame 
Engine of Popery uſed for his Deſtruction, who was the greateſt Martyr for 
Proteſtant Religion; And I think this Lords Caſe an inſtance ot as great Severi- 
ty, with ſoljutle cauſe for it, as was ever heard of in this Kingdom, or any 
other; But as 1t hath pleaſed God to let him ſufter under ſo many contradicting | 
Circumſtances, fo hope he will as miraculoutly deliver him, not only trom his 
Impriſonm-nt ; but he will ſo open the eyes of all good People, as to make 
them ſenſible of thoſe Unjuſt Calumnies they have undeſervedly laid upon a 
Man fo Faithful to his King, his Country, and the Proteſtant Religion. And 
you are a Perſon of ſo great Honour, that I doubt not but you will endeavourto 
do it in that Station'wherein you are ſo deſervedly Truſted by your Country 


' 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


er ir rn rn nrennn nt cn 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


_ = 


K I N G's Evidence 


JUS FEE TIX 
OR 


Doctor O A1E Ss 


| VINDICATION of Himſelf, 


| And the Reality of the 
AGAINST 
A Traiterous Libel, 


CALLED *: 


The Compendium ; 


Contrived by the JESUIT S,| 


To the Diſhonour of the 
King and Kingdom. 


Zia d' vx e0t\vm — 3 LAX en 
Theog. Troy. v. 613. 
| Quanto perditior quiſque eſt, tanto acrius urget. 
Horace. Sar. x, 2, 15, 


London, Printed for Jonathan Edwin, at the Three Roſes 
in Ludgate-ſtreet. 1 679. 


